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Security Affairs under President Ron-
ald Reagan, said:

Our military and intelligence leadership
have recognized, under both the George W.
Bush and the Obama administrations, that
climate change will present real and costly
risks to our national security and that the
effects are going to get worse if we don’t do
something about it very soon. As General
Douglas MacArthur warned about the dan-
gers of unpreparedness for war, we don’t
want to be too late.

The President-elect will hear from
our National Labs and from NOAA and
NASA, the folks who put a rover on
Mars and are driving it around and
may know a little bit about real
science, about the robust scientific
consensus on climate change, and the
urgency to change our course. If he
doesn’t trust our own scientific agen-
cies, he can go to any major university
in any State in the Nation and confirm
what the government and military ex-
perts tell him.

The President-elect will hear from
world leaders who have pledged, along-
side the United States, to work across
borders to limit carbon emissions. The
Paris Agreement brought nearly 200
countries together with the common
goal of keeping global warming below 2
degrees Celsius and avoiding the most
catastrophic outcomes for the planet
and its people.

He will also hear from CEOs across
America, particularly those in the food
and agriculture sectors who are living
with climate change consequences
every day, and from many others that
we need to quit fooling around.

I hope the President-elect will listen
to these voices of reason and expertise.
The people in our Nation certainly are
listening. Polls show over 60 percent of
Americans are concerned about global
warming, and more than 80 percent of
Americans favor action to reduce car-
bon pollution.

Rhode Island, the Ocean State, would
tell the administration that the oceans
are the frontlines of climate change.
The oceans have absorbed approxi-
mately 30 percent of the excess carbon
dioxide that we have added to the at-
mosphere since the Industrial Revolu-
tion—30 percent of it. They have also
absorbed roughly 90 percent of the ex-
cess heat trapped in the atmosphere by
those greenhouse gases. Without the
oceans to absorb that added heat and
carbon dioxide, we would not be wor-
ried about the 2-degree warming limit
the world community is racing to
avoid. We would be looking at a 30-de-
gree increase, and life as our species
knows it on this planet would be over.

Oceans have spared us thus far from
disaster, but what they have done to
buffer our self-inflicted harm comes at
its own cost. Global ocean tempera-
tures are rising. In Rhode Island, Nar-
ragansett Bay’s mean water tempera-
ture is up nearly 4 degrees Fahrenheit.
Our Rhode Island lobster fishery is
crashing, and our winter flounder fish-
ery is gone.

As water warms, of course, it also ex-
pands, and as glaciers melt, they add to
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the volume of the ocean. That is why
sea levels are rising worldwide. The
water is up about 10 inches at the New-
port Naval Station tide gauge since the
1930s, and the Navy is actively plan-
ning how to defend the Norfolk Naval
Station from rising seas.

The effect of the ocean’s absorbing
all that carbon dioxide is a little dif-
ferent. It causes a chemical reaction. It
is making ocean water more acidic.
The ocean is acidifying and doing so at
the fastest rate in 50 million years.
Considering we have only been on the
planet as a species for about 200,000
years, that is a long, long interval.

Rhode Island’s clammers,
lobstermen, and aquaculture growers
are watching with real alarm the dam-
age acidified seas are doing. On Amer-
ica’s northwest coast, oyster hatch-
eries have already experienced signifi-
cant losses when their new hatches
were unable to grow their shells in the
acidified seawater. Off the coasts of
Washington, Oregon, and Northern
California, 50 ©percent of ocean
pteropods were measured to have ‘‘se-
vere shell damage,’”” mostly from acidi-
fied seas. If that species collapses, the
bottom falls out of the oceanic food
chain.

As the oceans go, so goes the planet.

It is my sincere hope that President-
Elect Trump will feel the call of his-
tory, of reason, and of patriotism to
live up to the awesome responsibilities
he now will bear.

The 22nd session of the Conference of
the Parties to the U.N. Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the so-
called COP-22, is now taking place in
Marrakech, Morocco. A similar gath-
ering took place in Copenhagen 7 years
ago. A full-page ad in the New York
Times then called for passage of cli-
mate legislation in the United States
for investment in the clean energy
economy and for leadership to inspire
the rest of the world to join the fight
against climate change. It said:

We must embrace the challenge today to
ensure that future generations are left with
a safe planet and a strong economy. . . . We
support your effort—

They said to President Obama—
to ensure meaningful and effective measures
to control climate change, an immediate
challenge facing the United States and the
world today. Please don’t postpone the
earth. If we fail to act now, it is scientif-
ically irrefutable that there will be cata-
strophic and irreversible consequences for
humanity and our planet.

That full-page ad from which we took
this was signed by Donald J. Trump,
Chairman and President of the Trump
organization. The signatories also in-
cluded his children, Donald Jr., Eric,
and Ivanka. Their future and their rep-
utations are at stake too.

The President-elect campaigned
against big special interests control-
ling Washington, and he mocked Re-
publican politicians groveling before
the Koch brothers at their ‘‘begathon,”
as he called it. He has a simple choice
now. He can make his own decisions
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based on the best recommendations of
our military, our national science lab-
oratories, and our great universities, or
he can fall in tow to the Koch broth-
ers—the biggest special interest of
them all.

He can believe our National Labs and
our National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, or he can believe the
National Enquirer. He can believe our
military or he can believe the fossil
fuel industry’s denial apparatus. He
can believe established scientific prin-
ciples or he can believe fanciful con-
spiracy theories. His choice will be
fateful, and the world and history will
both be watching.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TIiLLIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

RECOGNIZING COMMERCE
LEXINGTON INC.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize an organization in
my home State that has been honored
for the fine work it is doing for the
people of central Kentucky. Commerce
Lexington, Inc., the chamber of com-
merce organization for greater Lex-
ington, has been named Chamber of the
Year by the Association of Chamber of
Commerce Executives, ACCE. In doing
s0, it beat other chambers of commerce
from across the country, including
those representing Brooklyn, NY;
Jacksonville, FL; and Tacoma, WA.
This is the first time Commerce Lex-
ington Inc. has won this award.

ACCE’s Chamber of the Year award
recognizes the leadership role cham-
bers of commerce play in both their re-
spective business communities and in
civic life. To win the award, Commerce
Lexington Inc. had to compete against
hundreds of other chambers, including
those from 93 of the top 100 U.S. metro
areas.

ACCE presented the award to Com-
merce Lexington Inc. at its annual con-
vention in Savannah, GA, this past Au-
gust. Commerce Lexington Inc. has
been a finalist for the award 3 years in
a row—2014, 2015, and 2016. And in addi-
tion to receiving the Chamber of the
Year award, Commerce Lexington Inc.
also earned one of ACCE’s top commu-
nications/marketing honors, the Grand
Award.
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Commerce Lexington Inc. has about
1,700 members, and its mission is sim-
ple: to promote economic development,
job creation, and growth in the greater
Lexington area. It works to foster both
the creation of new businesses and the
growth of existing ones. Formed in
2004, its roots trace back to 1797. Com-
merce Lexington Inc.’s president and
CEO, Bob Quick, leads a talented and
dedicated staff, and he is doing a great
job leading the organization, as it re-
ceipt of this award so ably dem-
onstrates.

Of course, Commerce Lexington Inc.
is successful because they have a great
product. Lexington is widely regarded
as one of the most livable cities in
America and ranks high on lists of best
places to start a business, find a job, or
pursue higher education. It is a major
economic driver of the Bluegrass State,
location of the preeminent University
of Kentucky, and home to the famous
Keeneland Race Course.

I congratulate Bob Quick, Andi John-
son, and the leadership and staff of
Commerce Lexington Inc. for winning
this prestigious award. Of the thou-
sands of chambers of commerce across
our Nation, it is quite an honor to be
recognized as one of the very best. I am
grateful for Commerce Lexington Inc.
and all they do for the Commonwealth.

————

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to
submit to the Senate the budget
scorekeeping report for November 2016.
The report compares current law levels
of spending and revenues with the
amounts the Senate agreed to in the
budget resolution for fiscal year 2016,
the conference report to accompany S.
Con. Res. 11, and the Bipartisan Budget
Act of 2015, P.L. 114-74, BBA 15. This in-
formation is necessary for the Senate
Budget Committee to determine
whether budget points of order Ilie
against pending legislation. It has been
prepared by the Republican staff of the
Senate Budget Committee and the Con-
gressional Budget Office, CBO, pursu-
ant to section 308(b) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act, CBA.

This is the seventh report I have
made this calendar year. It is the
fourth report since I filed the statu-
torily required fiscal year 2017 enforce-
able budget limits on April 18, 2016,
pursuant to section 102 of BBA 15, and
the 11th report I have made since adop-
tion of the fiscal year 2016 budget reso-
lution on May 5, 2015. My last filing
can be found in the RECORD on Sep-
tember 8, 2016. The information con-
tained in this report for fiscal year 2017
and beyond is current through Novem-
ber 14, 2016. This is the final report I
will file this year that provides fiscal
year 2016-specific data, as that fiscal
year ended September 30, 2016.

Tables 1-7 of this report are prepared
by my staff on the Budget Committee.
While there are no changes to Tables 4,
6, and 7 from the last report, legislative
activities by authorizing committees,
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table 1, and the Senate Committee on
Appropriations, tables 2, 3, and 5, have
made changes to budgetary levels.

Table 1 gives the amount by which
each Senate authorizing committee ex-
ceeds or is below its allocation for
budget authority and outlays under the
fiscal year 2016 budget resolution and
the fiscal year 2017 enforceable budget
levels filing. This information is used
for enforcing committee allocations
pursuant to section 302 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, CBA. En-
forceable levels charged to authorizing
committees for fiscal year 2016 remain
unchanged from the last scorekeeping
report, as budget authority remains
below assumed levels by $51 million
and outlays are $2.7 billion above al-
lowable levels. The remaining enforce-
able levels have all changed since the
last report. Notably, over the fiscal
year 2017-2026 period, authorizing com-
mittees have approved $5650 million in
new budget authority and $505 million
in outlays higher than allowable levels.
During the last work period, Congress
approved two bills with significant di-
rect spending increases, the West Los
Angeles Leasing Act of 2016, H.R. 5936,
P.L. 114226, and Treatment of Certain
Payments in Eugenics Compensation
Act, S. 1698, P.L. 114-241. Over 10 years,
the former increased budget authority
by $44 million and outlays by $18 mil-
lion, and the latter increased both
budget authority and outlays by $4
million.

Table 2 gives the amount by which
the Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions exceeds or is below the statutory
spending limits for fiscal year 2016.
This information is used to determine
points of order related to the spending
caps found in section 312 and section
314 of the CBA. On September 29, the
Continuing Appropriations and Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2017, was signed into law, P.L. 114-
223. Included in that bill as an offset
for supplemental Zika funding was a
provision that rescinded $168 million in
budget authority for fiscal year 2016
from funds provided in the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act. This
rescission, which was not designated as
an emergency, had the effect of reduc-
ing regular nonsecurity discretionary
funding charged to the Appropriations
Committee by $168 million.

Table 3 tracks the same enforcement
information as Table 2 for fiscal year
2017. The continuing resolution in-
cluded full-year appropriations for
military construction and veterans af-
fairs programs. As such, that funding
has been scored against the discre-
tionary caps, leaving $543.1 billion and
$414.8 billion in budget authority for
security and nonsecurity discretionary
spending, respectively, for the remain-
der of fiscal year 2017.

Table b tracks compliance with the
fiscal year 2016 limit for overall
changes in mandatory programs in ap-
propriations bills, CHIMPS, established
in the fiscal year 2016 budget resolu-
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tion. This information is used for de-
termining points of order under section
3103 of that resolution. The $168 million
rescission in the CR, discussed above,
is classified as a CHIMP; therefore, it is
scored against the overall limit of $19.1
billion. In total, the Committee on Ap-
propriations will be under the CHIMP
limit by $1.1 billion.

In addition to the tables provided by
the Senate Budget Committee Repub-
lican staff, I am submitting additional
tables from CBO, which I will use for
enforcement of budget totals agreed to
by the Congress.

CBO provided a report both for fiscal
year 2016 and fiscal year 2017. This in-
formation is used to enforce aggregate
spending levels in budget resolutions
under section 311 of the CBA. CBO’s es-
timates show that current law levels of
spending for fiscal year 2016 exceed the
amounts in last year’s budget resolu-
tion by $138.7 billion in budget author-
ity and $103.6 billion in outlays. Reve-
nues are $155.2 billion below the rev-
enue floor for fiscal year 2016 set by the
budget resolution. As well, Social Se-
curity outlays are at the levels as-
sumed for fiscal year 2016, while Social
Security revenues are $23 million below
levels in the budget.

For fiscal year 2017, CBO annualizes
the temporary effects of the Con-
tinuing Appropriations and Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act,
2017, which provides funding through
December 9, 2016. For the enforcement
of budgetary aggregates, the Senate
Budget Committee excludes this tem-
porary funding. As such, the com-
mittee views current law levels as
being $952.4 billion and $582.9 billion
below budget resolution levels for
budget authority and outlays, respec-
tively. Revenues are $199 million above
the level assumed in the budget resolu-
tion. Finally, Social Security outlays
and revenues are at the levels assumed
in the fiscal year 2017 enforcement fil-
ing for this budget year.

CBO’s report also provides informa-
tion needed to enforce the Senate’s
pay-as-you-go rule. As part of the fiscal
year 2017 enforcement filing, the Sen-
ate’s pay-as-you-go scorecard was reset
to zero. Since my last filing, legislative
activity has resulted in an increase in
the deficit of $74 million over the fiscal
year 2016-2021 period, but deficit reduc-
tion of $35 million over the fiscal year
20162026 period. Over the initial 6-year
period, Congress has enacted legisla-
tion that increased outlays by $482 mil-
lion and revenues by $408 million. Over
the 1ll-year period, outlays were in-
creased by $5605 million and revenues by
$5644 million. The Senate’s pay-as-you-
go rule is enforced by section 201 of S.
Con. Res. 21, the fiscal year 2008 budget
resolution.

Finally, there is one new entry in the
enforcement table included at the end
of this submission, which tracks the
Senate’s budget enforcement activity
on the floor. On September 14, 2016, a
Senate PAYGO budget point of order,
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